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"Ritual In Wood" Mid-Century African Wood Bust

As low as $1,700
In stock
SKU
LU825843555832

Details

This wooden sculpture embodies hyper-verticality, a hallmark of many African sculptural traditions. Its elongated form
eschews anatomical realism, instead striving to evoke a presence that transcends simple figuration. The face, with its
stylized features, is defined by a prominent forehead and closed eyelids, conveying an aura of introspection and
meditation. The protruding mouth adds to the silent tension between restraint and symbolic expression.

The geometric treatment of the hairstyle, with its structured layers, contrasts with the softer contours of the face. The
engraved motifs, reminiscent of ceremonial adornments or traditional hairstyles, function as a distinct visual language.
These patterns embed the figure within a codified system, transforming the body into a vessel of collective memory and
cultural significance. The neck is adorned with finely carved rings, a recurring motif in African art that often symbolizes
social status, wisdom, or spiritual elevation. The base of the sculpture, far from being a mere support, is also engraved,
reinforcing the work’s grounding in an aesthetic where every detail contributes to its overarching meaning.

Rather than depicting a specific individual, this figure inhabits the liminal space between reality and archetype. The
interplay of textures, the precision of the motifs, and the raw, unyielding power of the wood lend the sculpture an almost
ritualistic gravity. It does not only occupy space; it commands it, radiating formal strength and symbolic depth.


