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"Christo Reaction" Beachscape Acrylic on 5
Panels by John “Nelson” Richardson

As low as $1,600
In stock
SKU
LU654314928802

Details

Art serves as a window into imaginary worlds that reflect a tangible reality shaped by the artist’s hand. Nelson
Richardson’s Christo Reaction is a witness work that belongs to the latter category, inviting the observer to explore the
boundaries between abstraction and figuration while contemplating humanity’s place within the vastness of nature. This
work pays homage to « The Umbrellas ». In 1991, the artistic duo Christo and Jeanne-Claude created a large-scale
installation, with 1,760 yellow umbrellas in Tejon Pass, California, and 1,340 blue umbrellas in Ibaraki Prefecture, Japan.
The project highlighted the contrasts and connections between the two landscapes, drawing attention to the interplay of
grandeur and intimacy. The umbrellas, measuring nearly 6 meters high and 9 meters in diameter, formed a technical and
temporary work, dismantled after a few weeks due to unpredictable weather and safety concerns.

Nelson Richardson’s work is presented as a contemporary fresco consisting of five acrylic panels on canvas, connected by
a fastening system at the back. It captures a moment, an emotion and extends the memory of a temporary installation
while underscoring the evolving role of environmental awareness in Land Art.

In Christo Reaction, attention is first drawn to the vast, dry, sandy land that dominates three-quarters of the composition.
Using a pointillist technique, Richardson employs varying point sizes to breathe life into the textured landscape, rich in
autumnal hues. The high-angle perspective, reminiscent of a drone flyover, accentuates the tension between abstraction
and representation. Ochre, beige, and pink tones blend to create a mosaic of colors, evoking waves of grains stirred by
the wind, finally settling into a moment of tranquility within the winding canyon of smooth, camelback-like hills.

Upon closer inspection, recognizable forms emerge, such as a hint of the sky, fragments of yellow umbrellas on the left,
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and a blue one on the upper right, referencing the Japanese installation. These elements engage in a diagonal dialogue,
creating balance and a silent narrative where human absence prevails, traversing the mountainous passage toward
California’s great Central Valley. Richardson invites us to engage with the environment's raw, sometimes dangerous,
elements, leaving only the memory of a striking experience. The landscape and the emotion endure in the mind long after
the installation has vanished.

This organized aesthetic invasion integrates each component into a defined space, no matter its level of abstraction. The
composition explores the relationship between emptiness and fullness, investigating and controlling the integration of
abstract forms. The absence of humanity encourages reflection on our relationship with the original environment. How
can we understand a landscape devoid of human presence? What would humanity be without its connection to nature?

Nelson Richardson’s Christo Reaction calls for coexistence and respect for the natural world, urging us to view nature not
simply as a backdrop but as the core of our existence and evolution.

- B I O -
John “Nelson” Richardson (1947-2005)
Born in Santa Monica, CA, Nelson Richardson was a Humbolt State University graduate and Vietnam war veteran. He
began teaching part-time at Bakersfield College, gaining 1086, and full-time 11 years later as a professor of computer
graphics. A passionate painter, Richardson employed optical illusions and abstract approaches to scenes that heightened
one’s sensitivity to familiar landscapes. His experimentation with texture and depth perception infiltrates the visual
sensory system, bringing a new focus to our ocular experience.

REFERENCE NUMBER: LU654314928802
PERIOD: Late 20th Century
CONDITION: Good
MEASUREMENTS: Height: 14" Width: 55" Depth: 1.75"
COUNT: 1
MATERIAL: Acrylic, Wood Panel
CREATOR: J. Richardson


